2017 GMAC Mark E. Mack Community Engagement Award

The GMAC Mark E. Mack Community Engagement Award honors those individual researchers or research project teams who exhibit outstanding best practices in community collaboration, engagement, and outreach in their historical archaeology and heritage preservation work. 
How best to cultivate relationships between archaeologists and stakeholder communities has long been a point of discussion. While historical archaeologists often strive to work with one local community, others are faced with the more difficult task of collaborating with multiple stakeholders (i.e., local communities, local descendant communities, and non-local descendant communities, just to name a few). These relationships and the degree of collaboration relate directly to ethical concerns that are often not readily discussed or taught in many academic programs. Best practices suggest that stakeholder communities should be involved in nearly every phase of a project from planning to implementation. We seek to recognize projects that embrace the challenges of facilitating collaboration and long-term relationships with stakeholder communities.

The submission guidelines are outlined below and the deadline for submission is October 1, 2016. All entries and inquiries should be directed by email to the chair of the GMAC Mark E. Mack Community Engagement Award Committee, Chris Fennell, and submitted electronically to cfennell@illinois.edu.  Awardees will be announced at the 50th Conference on Historical and Underwater Archaeology held in Fort Worth, Texas, January 4-8, 2017. First, second, and third place winners will be recognized by certificates and will be acknowledged on the SHA GMAC website.  

Eligibility for this award:

· The entrant(s) must be a current SHA member and/or conference participant.

· The entrant(s) may be an individual, principal investigator, or a project team engaged in an archaeological or heritage conservation project.

· Nominations may be made by self-nomination or by fellow archaeologists, community members, or fellow researchers or collaborators.

· Successful applicants should exhibit outstanding commitment to community outreach, collaboration, or engagement.

· Projects may include both academic as well as cultural resource management projects.

Submission guidelines:

· Submit a complete application form (below), including a brief essay (1,000 words maximum), which has two parts. 

· Part 1 with a brief description (approx. 500 words) that details how the nominee or project team exhibits a commitment to community outreach, collaboration, and/or engagement beyond the required scope of involvement.

· Part 2 with an overview (approx. 500 words) of the archaeological project, the research objectives or main questions under investigation, and a description of how your work encourages diversity in historical archaeology
· Provide at least one picture that illustrates your involvement with the community(ies) and stakeholders and corresponding captions for the GMAC website or the SHA blog. Consent to publish the picture should be included with the picture.

Applicant Name:

Email:

Affiliation:

Address:

Phone Number:

Media Materials (e.g., title(s) of photos, pamphlets, blog entries):

Photo Caption(s):

(include a brief description with the location and names of those pictured)

Essay:
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