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Rabbit Trails:

Bottles and Extras

The Twisted Path to Bottle Identiycation

As some readers of Bottles and
Extras magazine know, | assist with
the ongoing article series entitled
“The Dating Game” where BiIll
Lockhart, Pete Schulz, Carol Serr, I,
and occasional other contributors
write in-depth articles on the
history and makers’ markings
of a particular glass company or
historical grouping of related glass
makers.

As Bill Lockhart has explained
in previous “Dating Game” articles,
we have self-dubbed our group the
“Bottle Research Group” or BRG
for short. The BRG’s common
bond is a fascination with historical
background behind the production
and use of glass bottles made
during the 19" and 20™ centuries.
Simply for enlightenment and fun
(no proyt) the BRG pursues and
investigates all kinds of weird and
wondrous research avenues in the
worldof (primarily) Americanbottle
making. In our research “trails” we
often end up discovering all kinds
of interesting historical tidbits
— some expected, and even better,
the unexpected. It is the latter
aspect of our pursuits that provides
the informational “treasure hunt” -
and discovery - that is at the core
of why we do this. Like Alice in
Wonderland, we often end up in a
“place” we could not even imagine
beforehand.

Anyway, the story of my
particular “rabbit trail” starts
here...

Recently, the BRG has been
discussing (we exchange emails
on almost a daily basis) what we
refer to as the “San Francisco
curved R” (or the “Frisco R” for
short). For years Western bottle
collectors have noted the presence
of a distinctively engraved capital
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“R” on many Western American
embossed bottles made from the
early 1870s to possibly as late
as the mid-1880s (Markota &
Markota 1994; Wichmann 1999;
Wilson & Wilson 1968, 1969, 1971;
Lawler 2008). (Figure 1) These
bottles are typically embossed
as having been produced for and
used by customers in California,
Oregon, and Nevada - in order of
abundance.

Figure 1

This “R” is quite distinctive in
conygurationfromvirtuallyall other
embossed “R’s” found on Western
bottles from other eras (mouth-
blown or machine-made) or those
made or used in other regions of
the country. Simply speaking, this
“R” has an outwardly curved aspect
to the angular right leg that bends
so much towards the end that it is
actually pointing at the base of the
next letter in the embossed word. In
addition, this leg terminates with a
pattened blunt end (Lawler 2008).
Since this is much easier to visually
conceptualize than describe, take a
look at Figure 1.

All I can surmise is that this
speciyc style of embossed R0 on
Western bottles was the work of a
single, yet unknown bottle mold
engraver (or machinist) doing his
work in the San Francisco Bay Area
for molds used at the Paciyc Glass
Works and/or the San Francisco
Glass Works and certainly at
the combined (after 1875) San
Francisco & Paciyc Glass Works
(Toulouse 1971). While the story

of this mold engraver would be
fascinating — if it could ever be
fully told (and we are searching!)
— that is not the story here. It was,
however, the catalyst for some of
the trails that | did pursue which, of
course, cleared up some guestions
and created yet more.

While recently looking at

some examples of this distinctive
“R” on various Western bottles in
my personal collection, | noted
it's presence on a 1870s era San

antpic

Figure 2
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Figure 3
Francisco soda bottle. Speciycally,
this bottle is embossed boldly with
CRYSTAL / SODA/ WATER CQO on
oneside (Figure2)and PATENTED
/NOV. 12. 1872 / TAYLOR'S / U. S.
PT on the reverse side (Figure 3).
There is one embossed “R” on each
side of the bottle and they are both
the distinctive curved “R” form. The
bottle has a pedestal base, crudely
applied ynish (more on that later),
and is a beautiful medium sapphire
blue in color. A “window bottle”
extraordinaire and one that even
non-collectors who view it pick as
a favorite!

While looking at this bottle
I began to wonder about the
signiycance of the patent date
on the reverse. Peck & Audie
Markota’s excellent book “Western
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Blob Top Soda and Mineral Water
Bottles” discusses these bottles
and the company that used them
(in business from 1873 to 1889)
but includes no information on the
meaning behind the patent date
of November 12, 1872 (Markota
& Markota 1994). Neither do the
Markotasnoteanyonenamed Taylor
connected with the Crystal Soda
Water Co. (As aside note, | should
mention that well researched,
historical based collector books like
the Markotas’ are truly timeless
works of utility for collectors and
archaeologists alike.)

I always assumed the noted
patent pertained to either the
unusual bottle shape or the unusual
lip (or fiynishoinglassmaker jargon)
— or possibly a unique closure
associated with this ynish - that
these bottles usually have (Figure
4). Although I've never seen one
personally, a variant of this bottle
ynish has been noted where “a hole

Figure 4

was made in the neck of the bottle
and metal pin thrust through the
cork so as to make its accidental
escape impossible” (Markota &
Markota 1994). Maybe that closure
variation was the patent?
Unfortunately, David Graci’'s
excellent and quite comprehensive
book“SodaandBeer Bottle Closures
1850-1910” did not note this as a
closure patent date, so that strongly
indicated a dead end as a closure
patent (Graci 2003). The Markotas
also noted that other variants of the
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CRYSTAL SODA WATER bottles
come without the patent embossing
on the reverse and with a regular
blob ynish instead of the unusual
tall straight collar with a distinctly
pared rim. (Note: There was also
a Hutchinson type soda bottle
embossed with CRYSTAL / S. W.
Co. / S. F. [Markota & Markota
1999].)

Being familiar with Google™
Patent Search from work on my
Historic Glass Bottle Identiycation
& Information Website — and
ynding it to be an incredible
resource for ynding patents of all
types — | gave it a shot using the
patent date and the name Taylor.
Why not just go to the source T the
Patent Ofyce? (Google™ Patent
Search is available at this link -
www.google.com/patents )

Even though Google™ Patent
Search can be a bit circuitous
to use, after doing some subtle
tweaking of the search details, | hit
pay dirt stumbling across patent
#133,068 issued on that precise
1872 date to one Asher S. Taylor,
who hailed from — of all places
— San Francisco, CA. (Figure
5). Eureka, | thought! However,
instead of being a bottle design or
ynish and/or closure patent, the
patent was for an “Improvement in
Bottling Apparatus” (U.S. Patent
Ofyce 1872). The patent seemed
to deal with the mechanics of
soda bottling and little to do with
the bottle itself (or the closure,
as with many canning jars) T the
usual reasons for a patent date
being boldly embossed on a glass
container. Even though the patent
drawing did include the upper part
of a period blob top style soda bottle
- with weird notches on the rim
of the ynish (but not the pedestal
CRYSTAL SODA WATER shape)
— the patent was more about a “...
bottling and corking machine...”
for soda water.

Success seemed to be eluding
me...until I read more of the details






