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SILVER MEDAL

This silver medal was not a battle honour but a popular souvenir of a
great French victory. It was struck to commemorate the capture of
Port-Mahon, the capital of the Mediterranean island of Minorca, in April
1756. The French forces were commanded by the Duc de Richelieu, and
the engagement provoked the British declaration of war which inaugurated

the Seven Years’ War.
(Drawing: Denis Diderot, “L’Encyclopédie...,” Paris, 1751-65)
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SILVER CAP

Men and women of the wealthier
classes often carried liquor in
small pocket flasks. This silver
flask cap is marked with a
monogram and coronet.

SILVER OBJECT

This cleverly designed object could be used as a toothpick and as a scoop
Jor clearing wax out of the ear. It could also serve as a bodkin - a blunt
needle for pulling tape or ribbon through an eyelet or a hem in clothing.
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SUGAR TONGS

In the 18th century, sugar was not free-flowing but came to the table in lumps
broken from a hard cone-shaped loaf. Tongs were used to transfer the lumps
from the sugar bowl to the tea cup. Brass tongs like these were usually silver-
plated, but they had little monetary value and they must have been brought

with a passenger for their sentimental value - or perhaps for their usefulness.
(Table scene courtesy of Colonial Williamsburg Foundation)
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NUT CRACKER

This brass nut cracker was in working condition when it was recovered. In
the 18th century, a nut cracker could be found at the elegant dining table
as well as in the back kitchen.
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SIGNET SEAL

In the 18th century,
letters were folded, shut
with a blob of hot wax and
stamped with an
impression of the sender’s
mark. The coat of arms on
this silver signet seal has
not been identified, but it
bears a mark of
"cadence,” the crescent
just above one of the birds
in the design. The mark
indicates that the seal
belonged to the second
son of the holder of the
coat of arms. Men carried
their seals and watch keys
on a ribbon which hung
from their breeches.
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LOUIS D’OR

One design is a Louis aux quatre L, a type minted between 1693 and 1701.
In the centre of the four L’s is an &, the mark of the mint in the French city
of Aix. When this coin was over-stamped part of its edge was damaged.
The other coin has oval shields containing the Royal Arms of France and
the southern French province of Navarre. It looked so much like a pair of

spectacles that it was often called a Louis aux lunettes.
(Drawing: Denis Diderot, “L’Encyclopédie...,” Paris, 1751-65)
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PIECE OF EIGHT

Pieces of eight are strongly associated with pirates and buried treasure,
which makes them the most romantic if not the most valuable of coins. The
silver eight-real piece - the "piece of eight” - was minted in the Spanish
colonies during the 1750s.

A PIECE OF A PIECE OF EIGHT

Coins used to be valued by the weight of the metal in the coin, rather than
by their face value. They were often cut to achieve the required value, a
practice which gave rise to the term "making change.” The triangular
fragment was worth approximately one real. The slang term "two bits,”
meaning one-quarter of a dollar, originated as two eighths or a quarter of
areal.

This one bears the mint mark O/M, showing that it was minted in Mexico
City. Coins bearing marks from Lima, Guatemala City, and Santiago were

also recovered.
(Drawing: Denis Diderot, “L’Encyclopédie...,” Paris, 1751-65)
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EYE OF TOMAHAWK

A French regular soldier dressed and equipped for wilderness fighting.
His tomahawk was an essential weapon which was also used for clearing
paths through brush and for cutting firewood. All that remains of the

tomahawk found on the site is the eye fragment.
(Colour photo courtesy of the Canadian War Museum, 75019)
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BUCKLE AND BUTTONS
The soldiers’ uniforms of the Compagnies Franches de la Marine were
practical, resembling civilian wilderness dress. The brass buckle and the

buttons came from soldiers’ uniforms.
(Colour photo courtesy of the Canadian War Museum, 75026)
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SPOON MOULD

Well-to-do households in Canada used spoon moulds, such as this brass
one, for casting pewter table spoons. A family coat of arms, now illegible,
was carved into the lower mould and would have appeared as a raised
design on the underside of the handle. One or more of the pewter spoons

Jrom the site may have been made in this mould.
(Reproduction of spoon courtesy of Conservation Division, Canadian Parks Service)
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8. Artifacts of the Ship
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DRAUGHT MARKS \

These sets of sequential numbers, made of lead, were located on the bow
and stern of the ship. They showed how deep the ship was sitting in the
water and how the weight of the cargo was distributed in the hold. The
Auguste had a loaded draught of 16 feet and an unloaded draught of 10
feet. The lead draught mark found by the divers is either a IX or an XI.
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GRAPNEL

A grapnel is a four-pronged anchor
used in small open boats. It could also
be used for dragging the bottom to
retrieve articles lost overboard. Like
most of the wrought-iron artifacts
from the site, this grapnel has been
badly corroded by the salt water.

(Drawing: “Descriptions des Arts et Métiers,”
Paris, 1761-88)
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FOOT VALVE
The foot valve was part of a mechanism to close off a section of the ship’s

pumps. This one is incomplete, but it has characteristic features of
French foot valves of the period.
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BOOM IRON

In light winds, ships such as the Auguste added sails, called studding or
stunsails, to the outer ends of the regular square sails. To do this, sailors
slipped a boom iron over the yard arm and then inserted a smaller boom
through the top hoop of the boom iron. The stunsails were flown from this
smaller boom.




CURTAIN CORD PINS

An 18th-century ship had regular square windows instead of round
portholes. Pins such as these with brass flowerheads were attached 1o the
window frame or the wall just beside the window. They served as cleats for
the cords of vertically raised curtains. The same form was also used as a
clothes hook.
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BALLAST

Since the Auguste carried no cargo aside from the passenger’s luggage,
she would have needed extra ballast for stability. Some of the cannon and
shot found at the site were evidently used for this purpose, not for
weapons. The smallest piece of shot shown here is a 4-pounder, the correct
calibre for the ship’s guns. The others are 12-, 24- and 32-pound cannon
balls. The largest piece is a 10-inch mortar shell.
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SMALL ARMS

This butt plate and the round
trigger guard finial are from a
British sea service musket.
They are easily recognized by
their heavy, undecorated, and
distinctively shaped brass
parts. The "WB" stamped on
the butt plate may be the mark
of W. Brander, a London
gunsmith who was in business
between 1690 and 1750.

(Musket courtesy of Canadian War
Museum)
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BAR SHOT

The ship’s cannons fired round shot, bar shot and grape shot. Round shot,
the classic cannonball, damaged the hull of an enemy ship. Bar shot
consisted of two round or half-round shot connected by a bar. It spun
erratically through the opponent’s rigging, destroying it, but without
sinking the ship.

(Drawing: “Memoires d’artillerie...,” Amsterdam, 1702)

63




GRAPE SHOT

Quilted grape shot was named for its resemblance to a cluster of grapes.
It consisted of multiple lead shot bound in a canvas bag and arranged
around a wooden spindle. When it was fired, the unit broke open, spraying
the shot amidst the enemy’s rigging and crew. The numeral "3" incised on
the platform base shows that it was to be fired from a 3-pounder cannon.
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9. If You Want to Learn More

Additional details on the lives of the La Cornes,
LaVérendryes and others can be found in the Dictionary of
Canadian Biography, Vols. 2-4, edited by George W. Brown
and others, University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1969-79.

On special topics, you may want to consult the following
books:

J.F. Bosher, The Canada Merchants 1713-1763. Clarendon

Press, Oxford, 1987.

John E. Langdon, Canadian Silversmiths 1700-1900. Stine-
hour Press, Toronto, 1966.

A. B. McCullough, Money and Exchange in Canada to 1900.
Dundurn Press, Toronto, 1984.

Jack L. Summers and René Chartrand, Military Uniforms in
Canada, 1665-1970. War Museum Publication No. 16,
National Museum of Man, National Museums of Canada,

Ottawa, 1981.

Catherine Sullivan, Legacy of the Machault, A Collection of
18th-century Artifacts. Studies in Archaeology, Architec-
ture and History, Parks Canada, Ottawa, 1986.
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Appendix: The Passenger List

The following list shows the passengers who are believed
to have been aboard the Auguste during its last voyage.

Officers of the Troupes de la Marine
and their families

Captains
Chevalier de La Corne
St. Luc de La Corne (survived)
Bécancourt de Portneuf

Lieutenants
Chevalier de La Vérendrye
Jean-Hippolyte Gaultier de Varennes
Godefroy
Pierre-Marie Raimbault de Saint Blin
Jean Le Ber de Saint Paul et de Senneville
Pécaudy de Contrecoeur
Charles-René Dejordy de Villebon

Enseignes en pied
Raimbault Groschaine
René Boucher de La Perriére
La Durantaye
Trevet Lepervanche

Cadets a l’aiguillette
La Corne de Saint Luc (son of La Corne Saint-Luc)
Chevalier de La Corne de Chaptes (son of La Corne Saint-
Luc)
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LaCorne Dubreuil (nephew of La Corne Saint-Luc)

Senneville and | sons of Jean and Catherine Le Ber de St.
Saint-Paul J Paul de Senneville

Paul Francois Dejordy de Villebon (son of Charles-René
Dejordy de Villebon, aged 8)

Women

Mrs. Catherine Saint Paul et de Senneville

Mrs. Mezieres (in-law of La Vérendrye)

Mrs. Busquet (cousin of Gaultier de Varennes)

Mrs. Catherine Dejordy de Villebon

Miss Dejordy de Villebon

Miss De Senneville (sister of Jean Le Ber de St. Paul et de
Senneville)

Miss Meziéres

Soldiers of the Troupes de la Marine
("dit" indicates a nickname)

Pierre Durif "dit" St. Antoine, Sargeant of the Mariez
Company

Jean Serchet "dit" Ladouceur of the Mariez Company

Jean Philipe Garnot "dit" Brindamour, Sargeant of the
LaValterie Co. Pierre Hourdan of the LaValterie Com-
pany FEtienne Chaussefois "dit" St. Etienne of the
LaValterie Company

Pierre Houdin "dit" Rouillard of the Denis Laronde Com-
pany

Guitton Bery "dit" LaViolette of the LaColombi¢re Com-
pany

Jean Larue, Sargeant of the St. Vincent Company

Jean Condamine "dit" St. Jean of the de Vergor Company

Antoine Frangois Grassier "dit" Vadeboncoeur of the de
Lusignan Co.

Pierre Berland "dit" Jolibois, Cannoner of the de Jacau
Company
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Pierre Dupont "dit" Belhumeur of the Repentigni Company

Claude Louis LeGagneur "dit" St. Sulpice of the Belestre
Company

Joseph Gautier "dit" Labonté, Sargeant of the Chev. de la
Corne Co.

Officer and soldiers of the Troupes de Terre

Lieutenant
de Marolle of the Regiment de Béarn

Soldiers
of the Regiment de Berry
Joseph Petelle "dit" Bellegarde
Jean Baptiste Maillard
Jean DeCoste "dit" Latulipe
Louis Gautier "dit" Beausoleil

of the Regiment de la Reine
Pierre Joseph Girard "dit" Lajeunesse

of the Regiment de Béarn
Joseph Monier and his wife (Joseph Monier survived)

of the Regiment de LaSarre
Jacques Benjamin Guerin "dit" Decamp and his wife

of the Regiment de Languedoc
Pierre Chavalier
André Monarque "dit" Piemontois

of the Regiment de Guienne
Antoine Charbonier "dit" Printemps with his wife and
two children

of the Regiment de Royal Roussillon
Prime Martel "dit" Prestaboire and his wife
Nicolas Vilmir
Leger Boyasse "dit" Clermont
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Joseph Lyonard "dit" Laforét with his wife and child
(Joseph Laforét survived)

Other Passengers

Paul Hery

Francois Hery

Lechelle

Louis Hervieux (nephew of La Corne Saint-Luc)

Delivier (or Belivier), an English merchant

Eight Artisans or Habitants (two survived)

Seven Women (possibly the wives of soldiers in the Troupes
de la Marine)

Thirteen Children

Seven Soldiers

Seventeen people made up the ship’s crew, but the captain,
John Knowles, is the only one whose name has survived.
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