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twenty and thirty in number; occupied by
industrious people, formerly Serjeants and
soldiers, who, having been licensed to sut­
tle, have acquired small fortunes sufficient
to inable them to become merchants and
dealers, and are consequently rendered
useful, in supplying the troops with all
manner of European cloathing, furniture,
haberdashery wares, liquors, provisions,
&c. which they import from Boston, New­
York, and sometimes bt; the way of Halifax
directly from England. 9

Sutling-houses appear to have operated as
commercial establishments where officers or
men could go to drink and eat. Regimental
sutlers were officially responsible for feeding
the officers in some instances.30

Officers' messes bought consumables and
sometimes glassware from North American
merchants. The majority of glassware, how­
ever, was probably bought in Britain by the
regiments or by their agents. The same holds
true for purchases by individuals, with the
addition of material obtained from loved ones
at home and from estate sales.

The Glassware

Aside from the marked objects, the glass­
ware used by the British military is indis­
tinguishable from that used by the civilian
population of the time, although patterns of
consumption may differ between the two.
Sussman reached similar conclusions
concerning ceramics from military sites)l
Glassware recovered from archaeological sites
has not been uniformly studied; however, it is
our impression that the location of a fort did
not affect the variety of glassware forms
likely to be present on the site. Smaller, more
remote forts such as Fort Beausejour/Cumber­
land and Fort Coteau-du-Lac tend to have as
great a variety as the urban centres such as
Louisbourg and Quebec although not in the
same quantities.

On military sites containers make up the
majority of glassware recovered in excava­
tions. Up to a gallon size, glass containers had

some competition from ceramic ones, partic­
ularly for food storage and toiletries, but
were generally favoured for alcoholic bever­
ages and most medicines except for ointments.
Above that size, wooden staved containers
became increasingly common. Of the glass
containers, English "wine" bottles significantly
outnumber all others. Although its primary
use was for alcohol, the "wine" bottle could be
used for a variety of substances because of its
capacity and availability. Specialization of
containers for specific products was less com­
mon in this period than it was to become in
the second half of the 19th century. Never­
theless, we have been able to identify some
specialized forms for condiments and snuff.
The products packaged in other container
forms cannot be firmly identified due to a
shortage of informative documentary and pic­
torial sources. Some containers varied little
in style throughout 1755-1820. Others exhibi­
ted changes that can be used for dating,
primarily "wine" bottle finishes and vial push­
ups.

Like the containers, the majority of table
glass found on military sites can be associated
with drinking. A small quantity is associated
with eating. In general, table glass styles
reflect those of the period - both in form and
decoration. The prevailing trend was simpli­
city, usually with only one mode of decoration
appearing on an object. Dating for tableware
is based on changing styles, methods of decor­
ation and manufacturing innovations.

Almost all functional forms for drinking,
eating, lighting and other activities discussed
in this report would have had alternatives in
other materials such as ceramics, metal and
wood. Glass - a transparent and stable
material - was particularly suited for certain
functions. Colourless lead glass decanters,
wine glasses and dessert glasses enhance their
colourful contents. The sturdy dark green
glass bottles made ideal, air-tight containers
for volatile and acidic substances. With the
exception of medical glassware, glass is not a
material that reflects the business of the
military in Canada. Rather, it reflects and
illuminates commercial practices, and the
social activities and aesthetic standards of the
officer class, activities and standards that
were maintained even in wartime and at re­
mote posts.



Figure 137. British Soldiers Drowning Care, 1794. (Parks Canada, Ottawa.
Photo by C. Lefebvre)

The officrs of Both Cores marched along
with him and Down upon the marsh we
Drank a Departing Glass of wine and so
tooc fair well In hopes of better times
P.S No better afterwards but Liveing in
tents.32
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