2018 Society for Historical Archaeology

Mark E. Mack Community Engagement Award

The Mark E. Mack Community Engagement Award honors those individual researchers or research project teams that exhibit outstanding best practices in community collaboration, engagement, and outreach in their historical archaeology and heritage preservation work. 
Mack awardees demonstrate a commitment to the representation of and open dialogue with stakeholders in archaeological research, especially descendent, local, and minority communities. The award commemorates the life and career of Mark E. Mack and encourages diversity in the SHA and our profession by cultivating relationships between archaeologists and stakeholder communities. Mack was well known for his work on the New York African Burial Ground project. He was a professor of anthropology at Howard University and curator of the university’s W. Montague Cobb Research Laboratory. Throughout his career, he exemplified many of the qualities we value as best practices in community, stakeholder collaboration.
How best to cultivate relationships between archaeologists and stakeholder communities has long been a point of discussion. While historical archaeologists often strive to work with one local community, others are faced with the more difficult task of collaborating with multiple stakeholders (i.e., local communities, local descendant communities, and nonlocal descendant communities, just to name a few). These relationships and the degree of collaboration relate directly to ethical concerns that are often not readily discussed or taught in many academic programs. Best practices suggest that stakeholder communities should be involved in nearly every phase of a project from planning to implementation. We seek to recognize projects that embrace the challenges of facilitating collaboration and long-term relationships with stakeholder communities.

The award winners are selected by a panel of SHA Gender and Minority Affairs Committee (GMAC) members. The submission guidelines are outlined below, and the deadline for submission is November 1, 2017. All entries and inquiries should be directed to Dr. Christopher Fennell and submitted electronically to cfennell@illinois.edu.  Awardees will be announced at the 51st Conference on Historical and Underwater Archaeology held in New Orleans, Louisiana, January 3‒6, 2018. First, second, and third place winners will be recognized by certificates and will be acknowledged on the SHA website as well as on the GMAC webpage.
Eligibility for this award:

· The nominee(s) must be a current SHA member at the time the application is submitted.

· The nominee(s) may be an individual, principal investigator, or a project team engaged in an historical archaeology or heritage preservation project (if a project team, only one team member needs to be an SHA member).

· Nominations may be made by SHA members or by nonmembers, by self-nomination, or by fellow archaeologists, community members, or fellow researchers or collaborators.

· Successful applicants should exhibit outstanding commitment to community outreach, collaboration, or engagement.

· Projects may include both academic as well as cultural resource management projects.

Submission requirements:

· Submit a complete application form (below), including a brief essay (1,000 words maximum), which has two parts. 

· Part 1 with a brief description (approximately 500 words) that details how the nominee or project team exhibits a commitment to community outreach, collaboration, and/or engagement beyond the required scope of involvement.

· Part 2 with an overview (approximately 500 words) of the archaeological project, the research objectives or main questions under investigation, and a description of how your work encourages diversity in historical archaeology

· Provide at least one picture that illustrates your involvement with the community(ies) and stakeholders and corresponding captions for the GMAC webspage or the SHA blog. The applicant is responsible for securing the proper permissions from each person identified in digital submissions.
Applicant Name:

Email:

Affiliation:

Address:

Phone Number:

Media Materials (e.g., title[s] of photos, pamphlets, blog entries):

Photo Caption(s):

(include a brief description with the location and names of those pictured; see above for required permissions)

Essay:
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